
November PTO Meeting - 11/4/21 

In attendance: Brian Gochenour, Amanda Rider, Kayla Dierich, Michelle Nye, Kathryn Wiechelt, Anna Ellis, Schyler 

Heishman, Jamie Flickinger 

Motion to begin PTO meeting at 3:52pm. 

PTO minutes from previous meeting not available at this time. 

Treasurer’s Report given by Mr. Gochenour.  

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

* 11/3-11/6 Scholastic Book Fair 

There was a very good turnout Wednesday Because parents were helping their children, our number of 

volunteers was sufficient. Additional book fair hours will be held Friday evening and Saturday late morning. 

* 11/12 Early Dismissal 

* 11/18 & 11/22 Conferences 

The PTO will ask for donations to provide a meal for teachers on 11/22. Donations may include soups, salads, 

casseroles and should include vegetarian and gluten-free options. Donations should be dropped off by 10:30am 

conference day. 

* 11/22-11/29 Thanksgiving Recess 

* 12/2 or 12/9, 7pm PTO Meeting 

Schyler will send an email to the PTO board to vote on the date. 

* 12/11, 9am-1pm? Gingerbread House Social (online) 

The idea is to provide gingerbread houses and extra goodies such as extra candy for decorating, popcorn, hot 

chocolate to participants. Cost TBD. iPads would need to be sent home with students so they can participate in 

the Zoom call. 30-minute time slots could be open for teachers to sign up to participate in Zoom call, and students 

could sign up for their preferred time slot. There is ongoing discussion as to whether or not families who do not 

purchase houses through the school should be able to participate (possibly for a certain donation per family?). 

* 12/22 Spirit Day- Holiday Head Gear 

* 12/22, 2-3pm Classroom Holiday Parties 

There is a possibility Room Parents may be allowed to come into school to help. We will have to wait for further 

notification from the administration office. Also, clearances need to be verified. 

* 12/23-1/2 Holiday Break- no school 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIR REPORTS 

* Yearbook Update 

Anna Ellis asked if the PTO would again be willing to purchase yearbooks for all 5th graders, and also cover $5 of 

the cost for all other students. Schyler will ask the board for a vote. 



* Butterbraids 

Orders are due tomorrow. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

* Room Parents 

The Fall Party did not go as smoothly as hoped. Not all classes had Room Parents, and many Room Parents did not 

have clear communication with teachers. Suggestions for the next class party include clearer communication with 

Room Parents on expectations including communication with teachers, having a date to have the Sign up Genius 

food donations list go live (and a sample list of donation ideas for new Room Parents), and having all party items 

for activities (i.e., non-food items) to the teacher at least two days before the party so teachers can go through 

items and contact Room Parents with any questions (that is, if Room Parents are not allowed to actually run the 

party).  

* Teacher Reports 

Mrs. Wiechelt said the giving tree will be online again this year. No other teachers had specific reports. Schyler 

asked if there’s anything the PTO can do to help teachers when students are in quarantine because they’re doing 

double duty, they should let us know. 

* Principal Report 

Mr. Gochenour did not have anything else specific to discuss. 

* Future activity options for students 

We are hoping to soon add after school clubs, since it is an after-school activity and parents are allowed in school 

after hours. More discussion is needed to see what ideas we have and what teachers would be interested in. 

Other future ideas include book swap, school store, a bingo Zoom, and a possible silent auction fundraiser. 

* Parent Advisory Questions 

Schyler is part of the Parent Advisory group and mentioned that there is a meeting on 11/15 to discuss the five 

year strategic plan for CASD. There are two specific questions Schyler asked including 1) What are your hopes and 

dreams for your children at CASD and 2) How do you define/measure a great school district. We discussed the 

possibility of Mr. Gochenour sending a survey to families asking these two questions.  

* Additional Comments, Questions 

There was a brief discussion on what the policy is for North Dickinson students when they are quarantined. While 

there is not a detailed specific plan in place, most teachers have been providing online work to quarantined 

students. Schyler and Jamie also inquired about possibilities for Zoom options for quarantined students (as other 

school districts do), so students at home can still get some lessons, as well as have a connection with their 

teacher, while they are home for an extended period. Jamie also inquired about the status of outdoor field trips, 

as other schools have been moving forward with them this fall.  

 

Motions to adjourn meeting at 4:51pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jamie Flickinger  


